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SCHOOL-TO-WORK PARTNERSHIP

WITH JOBLINK

HON. ROBIN HAYES
OF NORTH CAROLINA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 27, 2000

Mr. HAYES. Mr. Speaker, it is my distinct
honor and pleasure to rise today and submit
for the RECORD the initiative that my own
Cabarrus County in North Carolina has taken
to promote the School-to-Work partnership
with JobLink.

I am thrilled that the Cabarrus Regional
Chamber of Commerce has developed these
innovative strategies to better our community.
The benefits that our neighbors, friends, and
families will gain from the Workforce Develop-
ment Week 2000 will be life long.

WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT WEEK 2000

Whereas, Workforce Development issues
impact every facet of our community and are
at the forefront of American Society in the
new millennium; and

Whereas, the School-to-Work Partnership
of Cabarrus County and the Cabarrus County
Job Link Center work together, with and
through a medley of agencies to provide op-
portunities for the future and present work-
force; and

Whereas, the School-to-Work initiative is
a partnership between Cabarrus County
Schools, Kannapolis City Schools and the
Cabarrus Regional Chamber of Commerce;
and

Whereas, the Workforce Development
Steering Committee of the Cabarrus Re-
gional Chamber of Commerce promotes dia-
logue between the Chamber and top adminis-
trators from the school systems and colleges,
as well as implements community wide
workforce development initiatives; and

Whereas, businesses, jobseekers, and others
will be supported by employment and train-
ing services, information in a customer
friendly manner, and staff who are caring
professionals from various assisting agen-
cies, and

Whereas, on January 29, 2000 the Cabarrus
Career Fair 2000 will be held at the Carolina
Mall in Concord from 11:00 am to 5:00 pm,
and will provide students and citizens of all
ages positive interactions with over 50 dif-
ferent careers in the Cabarrus Region; and

Whereas, on February 2, 2000 the Cabarrus
Region will team with the National Ground-
hog Job Shadow Day initiative to place stu-
dents during the month of February with a
mentor in the ‘‘World of Work’’; therefore,
students are able to experience the impor-
tance of academics, communication skills
and teamwork; and

Whereas, on February 3, 2000, the Cabarrus
County JobLink Center, which was presented
a charter on October 19, 1999 from the
Centralina Workforce Development Board,
will host an Open House Celebration from
4:00 pm to 6:00 pm at 2275 Kannapolis High-
way, Concord; and

Whereas, the School-to-Work Partnership
and the JobLink Center will provide
Cabarrus County with training, information
and services vital to a competitive workforce
that will be successful in a global economy.

Now therefore, be it resolved, That the Week
beginning Saturday January 29, 2000 to Fri-
day February 4, 2000 is hereby proclaimed as
‘‘Workforce Development Week 2000’’ in the
Cabarrus Region, and urge our citizens to be-
come familiar with the services and benefits
offered by the School-to-Work Partnership
and JobLink Systems in our community.

TRIBUTE TO DR. ENDRE
´

A.
BALAZS

HON. STEVEN R. ROTHMAN
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 27, 2000

Mr. ROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor a great scientist and entrepreneur on
the occasion of his 80th birthday. Dr. Endre

´
A.

Balazs, who now lives in Fort Lee, NJ, was
born in Hungary on January 10, 1920. He re-
ceived his medical degree from the University
of Budapest in 1943. During his studies in
medical school D. Balazs began his life-long
research into the medical uses of hyaluronan
(HA)—a key molecular building block of the
intercellular substances of the body.

As the world’s foremost authority in the use
of HA, Dr. Balazs started work on its medical
application in the 1960’s. His work on HA
eventually led to the discovery of new thera-
peutic treatments that have made certain med-
ical procedures safer and have accelerated
post-operative healing periods. More recently,
Dr. Balazs has introduced new methods to
treat arthritis, an ailment that afflicts millions of
Americans.

Soon after completing his studies at the Uni-
versity of Budapest in Hungary, Dr. Balazs
traveled to Stockholm, Sweden, where he con-
tinued his research on the structure and bio-
logical function of sulfated polysaccharides
and HA at the Karolinska Institute—the med-
ical school of Stockholm. In 1951 he emi-
grated to the United States where he accepted
a position in the Department of Ophthalmology
at Harvard University.

In 1970 Dr. Balazs cofounded the Boston
Biomedical Research Institute and became its
first executive director. In 1975 he became the
Malcolm P. Aldrich Research Professor of
Ophthalmology at Columbia University in New
York. He is the founder and for 25 years has
served as editor in chief of Experimental Eye
Research, the first international eye research
journal ever published. He also is a founder
and former president of the International Soci-
ety for Eye Research.

In 1981 Dr. Balazs and his wife, Janet
Denlinger, started Biomatrix, Inc., a firm in-
volved in the development of hfyaluronan de-
rivatives for medical applications and skin
care. Today, Biomatrix is a publicly owned
company that is based in Ridgefield, NJ.

Over the years, as both an educator and a
businessman, Dr. Balazs has supported the
research endeavors of many young scientists
and physicians. In recognition of his efforts,
the international ophthalmic research commu-
nity has established the Endre

´
A. Balazs

Prize, an international award for outstanding
research efforts by scientists.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud that Dr. Endre
´

A.
Balazs is my constituent. I wish him and his
family the very best as he continues to bring
to his work the energy, devotion, and innova-
tion that has made him such a successful indi-
vidual.

HONORING BILL A. (B.A.) JONES

HON. SCOTT McINNIS
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 27, 2000

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
ask that we all pause for a moment to remem-
ber a man we have lost. B.A. Jones was a
man that many knew and loved. Mr. Jones
passed away in Carrollton on November 6,
1999.

B.A. Jones was born on April 9, 1913, the
second of ten children born to H.J. and Dixie
Campbell-Jones. B.A. spent his school years
in Monte Vista. During World War II, the Gov-
ernment called upon him to travel the country
recruiting, supervising and building numerous
war-related projects. After the war, B.A. began
construction work and subsequently formed
his own remodeling and construction firm. In
the late 1960’s, B.A. began the family owned
and operated Paradise Swimming Pool Cor-
poration, using his self-taught architectural
abilities to design and create many pools that
are still operational to this day.

Mr. Jones is survived by his loved wife of 60
years, (Annie) Frances Cone Jones and their
three children.

B.A. Jones is someone who will be missed
by all of us. Those who knew him will miss
spending time with him. He was truly a great
American.
f

IN HONOR OF THIS YEAR’S ‘‘IRE-
LAND’S 32’’ MILLENNIUM HON-
OREE, MRS. DOROTHY HAR-
RINGTON

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 27, 2000

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize Mrs. Dorothy Harrington of Ba-
yonne, NJ, on being named one of this year’s
‘‘Ireland 32’’ Millennium honorees.

Mrs. Harrington has had an exceptional ca-
reer in the public arena. A longtime advocate
for the education system in Bayonne, Mrs.
Harrington was appointed to the Bayonne
Board of Education from 1981 to 1986. Be-
cause of her vision and enthusiasm in this
role, Mrs. Harrington became the first woman
president of the Board.

Her success with the Board of Education
and her desire to do more for the community
led Mrs. Harrington to seek elected public of-
fice. In 1986, she was elected first ward coun-
cil member and in 1990, she was elected
council member-at-large. This election made
Mrs. Harrington the first woman to be elected
to the city council.

During her time with the council, Mrs. Har-
rington acted as liaison on the Kill Van Kull
dredging project and was instrumental in the
circulating of information regarding many
transportation projects in the city. Most signifi-
cantly, Mrs. Harrington led the efforts in Ba-
yonne to improve cable television service, to
obtain the local television channel for resi-
dents, and to create a modern production stu-
dio in Bayonne High School.

A dedicated volunteer, Mrs. Harrington
served as president of the Hudson County
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